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U3A Ringwood Incorporated, 
Parkwood Community Hub,  

35-39 Tortice Drive, Ringwood North, Vic 3134.  
A.B.N. 14 419 221 576  Reg  Nbr A0008300C 

Phone: 9876 2925 
Office: 9.00am – 12 Noon (Monday-Friday) 

Web: www.u3aringwood.org.au  
Email: u3arwood@gmail.com 

Send your newsletter contributions to ringwood.u3a.newsletter.editor@gmail.com   

AGM held Tuesday 14 
May, 2019 
 
The duly elected 2019 Committee 
consists of: 
 
• President – Daryl James 
• Vice President – Alastair 

McCracken 
• Secretary – Jeanette Cain 
• Treasurer – Alex Robertson 
• Committee Members  - 

• Lynn Blackbell 
• Diane Batchelor 
• Kathie Bishop 
• Heather McCracken 
• Richard Prior 
• Peter Wakeham 
• Ruth Wilson 

 
Some of the items discussed in-
cluded: 
 
• Introduction of a new online 

membership system 
• Discontinuation of discount 

for Couples 
• Number of Committee Mem-

bers increased from 6 to 7. 
• Successful  Federal  Volunteer 

small Equipment grant of 
$4,710.   

 
A full copy of the AGM Minutes 
will be on the noticeboard near 
the Parkwood office. 

Newsletter Term  2 June 2019 

A Date for your diaries! 
 
On Tuesday 6th August we will have 
a talk by the Victorian Energy Com-
pare to be held at Kevin Pratt Pavil-
ion at 1.30 pm. 
 
The session will be presented by 
Amy Willett, Stakeholder Engage-
ment Officer, Department of Envi-
ronment, Land, Water & Planning 
and designed to teach participants 
how to read and understand their 
electricity bill, how to use the web-
site, how to ask their retailer for a 
better offer and how to reduce 
household energy consumption.    
 
This will be an hour long session 
and it is suggested you bring along 
your electricity bill. 
 

Interesting Members 

In this issue we feature the first of 
our interesting members – 
 
• Bob Jackson 
• Pat Duncan 
• Lesley Lloyd 
 
At the start of each article we let 
you know what classes they do so 
it is easy to identify the member. 
 
 

Bob Jackson 
 

Bob attends National /International 

Affairs, Armchair Travel, Australian 

History, Music Appreciation and 

Poetry, with writing/reading off 

campus.  His many life’s experiences 

have taught him to “roll with the 

punches”. 

Bob grew up in the Moreton Bay 

district of Scarborough, Queens-

land, a mostly undeveloped bush 

area with sandy roads and two bays 

at his door step.  It was a great 

place for a boy to grow up.  His par-

ents’ marriage failed and with his 

mother and younger sister they dis-

appeared from Qld.  It was on the 

3rd of June 1954, a day after his 13th 

birthday when he left behind his 

father, mates, school, hobbies, rela-

tives and worse his little dog. This 

day is one he has never forgotten. 

After a three day train journey they 

arrived in the small farming area of 

Kybybolite, South Australia taking 

up residence on a high quality farm.  

Here he learned to drive tractors, 
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Queensland where Bob had been 

born and built a fine two storey 

home on the water.  At this same 

time the “privacy act” had been in-

troduced which changed the role of 

the P.I. forever and had Bob feeling 

he was now a “dinosaur”. He was 

happy to leave his profession be-

hind. 

How Scarborough had grown, and it 

was now an affluent, modern area 

with flash homes taking up prime 

positions around the bays.  In their 

ten years of retirement they bought 

a fine unit in Melbourne where they 

lived at those times they returned to 

visit their children.  Ingrid became 

seriously ill and they had to sell their 

home in Queensland and return to 

Melbourne to be near their nurse 

daughter.  Ingrid died six months 

later, which Bob explains knocked 

him for six, losing her after forty six 

years of marriage. 

Bob has so many stories, can talk the 

leg off a chair and is now content.  

At one of U3A classes he met Shirley 

and they have become close friends 

these past nearly five years.  Both 

she and he cannot believe their luck 

in finding each other and he says his 

life is now so different.  He describes 

Shirley as a joy and she has been 

instrumental in opening so many 

doors for him.  They often travel 

overseas and he now regularly 

attends the theatre, even operas 

and especially stage musicals with 

her.  U3A has had a most beneficial 

effect upon his life and he thorough-

ly enjoys attending classes where he 

tries really, really, really hard not to 

take over. His large gardens and 

milk cows, shear sheep, sow oats, 

harvest and bag it and assist ewes 

and cows having difficulty giving 

birth.  His mother had a position of 

caring for the farm owners and 

their seven daughters and also 

cooking for visiting shearers.  He 

says he was a shy boy!!! 

Immediately Bob was enrolled in 

the local one room primary school, 

the only student in grade six with 

all the lower classes seated before 

him. In 1955 he was sent to Hamil-

ton and District College as a live-in 

student in country Victoria and the 

year after to Naracoorte High 

School in South Aust where he 

boarded in town.  His life had had 

dramatic changes.  Next, he 

attended Roseworthy Agricultural 

College and then into the S.A. Po-

lice Force where he lived in bar-

racks with other cadets. He gradu-

ated from the Cadet and Senior 

Courses and four years later he 

resigned with the intention of join-

ing the force in NSW, joining his 

parents now in Wollongong in that 

state, his mother having now re-

married a Pharmacist.   

On the way to Wollongong, he 

spent time in Melbourne where he 

met a senior barrister who one 

night introduced him to a John 

Langham an ex police officer who 

was now a successful Private In-

vestigator.  Langham encouraged 

Bob to apply for the government 

issued Inquiry Agent (P.I.) Licence 

and he began working for Lang-

ham as his Operations Manager.  

He realized his life had taken an-

other dramatic change and his cir-

cumstances would never be the 

same in this most unusual profes-

sion. 

At this agency was also employed an 

Allan West, who through his mother, 

Bob was introduced to Ingrid and 

not long after they married, firstly 

living in Sunshine then built a home 

in Burwood East where they lived till 

1999.  During these years they had 

two boys and ten years later a 

daughter, maybe his favourite. 

His P.I. days had him managing Vic-

toria’s largest detective agency 

where he conducted so many en-

quiries under the Matrimonial Caus-

es Act (becoming the family law act 

in 1975), criminal, workers’ compen-

sation, motor vehicle accident, insur-

ance loss and theft matters, locating 

missing persons and the location and 

return of runaway children and a 

great deal of background and finan-

cial checks of individuals.  Those ear-

ly days as a P.I. were tough and 

often perilous and certainly highly 

stressful. To be a successful P.I. one 

had to have excellent ”contacts” 

which he did and a determined, en-

quiring mind.  Bob followed his pro-

fession for thirty eight years. 

With the collapse of matrimonial 

enquiries in 1975 Bob opened his 

own business and for the next 25 

years handled exclusively certain 

work for two of the state’s major 

banks amongst other confidential 

matters for management. Many of 

Melbourne’s major firms of solicitors 

employed Bob’s services.  Ingrid 

wanted to leave Melbourne to a lo-

cation where the temperatures were 

“balmy”.  They were financially se-

cure so moved to Scarborough, 
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drove back from Adelaide to the Alice 

(before the road was paved).  The 

Land Rover had no air conditioning 

but was fully equipped with 115 

bottles of wine, a hoola hoop and a 

soccer ball.  An absolute adventure, 

says Pat. 

In 1981 it was back to Washington 

for Tom’s next assignment and where 

Pat was offered a job with the Mort-

gage Banker they were using to pur-

chase their first home. She continued 

working in that industry for 15 years.  

Following Tom’s passing, she went 

into semi-retirement and moved 

back to Pennsylvania to reconnect 

with her family.  She went back to 

work in the insurance business until 

her mother passed away.   

Pat’s daughter had, ironically, met an 

Australian who was visiting the US, 

and in 2004 she moved to Australia, 

married him, and gave birth to Pat’s 

two granddaughters, Naomi and 

Eden.  After the death of her mother, 

Pat began the process of applying for 

a resident visa to move to Australia.  

It was a very long, involved process, 

but 3 years later, on 30 May, 2018, 

with visa in hand, she arrived in Mel-

bourne. 

During her last visit here before re-

ceiving her visa, Pat’s daughter sug-

gested she look into joining U3A, 

which she did during that visit.  She 

joined the National/International 

Affairs class and promptly returned 

to it when she arrived here perma-

nently.  After buying a home in Croy-

don, she has added Mythology and 

Elders & the Law to her Current 

Affairs classes. 

those other mentioned interests 

keep him happy. 

Pat Duncan 

This interesting member is multi-

skilled and has worked in various 

places around the world. 

Pat grew up in central Pennsylva-

nia, USA.  The summer after high 

school, at age 17, Pat had the op-

portunity to go on a mission trip to 

the island of Roatan, Honduras, to 

renovate an existing building into 

the island’s first library. It is there 

the “travel bug” bit. 

After two years of college (known 

to us as University) doing a Busi-

ness Administration Degree, Pat 

applied for a job with the CIA in 

Washington, DC.  After two years 

in Washington, she was assigned 

to the US Embassy in Lima, Peru.  

The embassy did not babysit its 

new arrivals, and 3 ½ years of prior 

Spanish studies hardly seemed 

enough some days. But she 

adapted quickly.  It was there she 

learned dark room skills and be-

came proficient at developing and 

printing photographs as a help to 

the embassy and as a hobby.  It is 

also there she was trapped in the 

embassy one night during a riot 

and had to wait for the Peruvian 

Army to send some tanks to dis-

perse the mobs.  Last but not 

least, it was at the embassy that 

she met her husband, Tom.  They 

married in the Panama Canal 

Zone. 

When Tom’s next assignment took 

them to England, Pat was required 

to resign as there were no posi-

tions available for her there.  They 

settled into a 350 year old thatched 

cottage in Bloxham, Oxfordshire, and 

it was there in the UK that their 

daughter was born. 

Their next assignment took them to 

Tehran, Iran, where they were one 

of four families in addition to the 

Ambassador who lived on the em-

bassy compound. She went back to 

work part time for the State Depart-

ment, serving in the offices of the 

Economic Attache and the Drug En-

forcement Agency. Anti-American 

tensions were rising by the end of 

their assignment, 4 Americans were 

assassinated and an Iranian employ-

ee of the embassy was murdered.  It 

was time for a more peaceful place 

to live. 

In April 1977 they arrived in Alice 

Springs, Australia. They loved it so 

much they ended up staying for 4 

years.  Their daughter began school 

at Gillen Primary and Pat answered 

an employment ad for a position at 

the Alice Springs Police Station.  She 

says she was privileged to work for 

the Assistant Commissioner in 

charge of the Southern Command 

during the time he was invited to 

serve on the newly formed Aborigi-

nal Law Reform Commission in Can-

berra. It was also during her work 

there that the disappearance of Aza-

ria Chamberlain caught the world’s 

attention and kept everyone very, 

very busy. 

A highlight of their time in the Alice 

was riding the old narrow gauge 

Ghan to Port Augusta for holiday in 

South Australia.  They took their 

very old Land Rover on the train, and 
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Pat’s interests are gardening, sew-

ing, needlecraft, reading and geneal-

ogy.  She was a trained hospice vol-

unteer and reading tutor for English 

as a second language back in the 

States. 

Lesley Lloyd 

This member has had a very cheq-
uered career in some interesting 
areas and is in Cryptic Crosswords 
and Exercise to Music classes at 
U3A.   
 
Lesley was born in the UK but at 2 
years of age her family moved to 
Kenya so most of her schooling was 
undertaken in Africa, however they 
were back in Derbyshire, England 
for the final years of her secondary 
studies.  She left school at what 
would have been the equivalent of 
our year 11.  During her final year 
there was a Careers Talk about Jour-
nalism when she was 17 years old 
and from that moment she was 
“hooked”. 
 
Following an application to the local 
Newspaper in Mansfield, Lesley got 
the job and was given a 4 year In-
dentureship (like an apprenticeship) 
with training on the job, including 
learning the ever valuable short-
hand. During that time, she attend-
ed a training course run by the Na-
tional Council for Training of Jour-
nalists…..the first of its kind in Eng-
land….which included the study of 
appropriate sections of the law, se-
mantics and printing techniques, as 
well as practical work. (Nowadays 
you need to do a University Course 
to be a Journalist).  Each county in 
the UK had its own daily and weekly 
newspaper so there were many op-
portunities for work. 
 
Moving to a daily newspaper in 
Northamptonshire, Lesley had her 
own women’s page and continued 
her love of court reporting. A high-
light of her career in England was 
being nominated, along with a pho-

all over Melbourne as a photogra-
pher’s assistant for A-One School 
Photos. There is just no end to her 
talents, but there is more – Lesley 
became a volunteer for Eastern 
Palliative Care writing the biog-
raphies for people in the final stag-
es of their lives, lovingly called cli-
ents.   There was a 6 week exten-
sive training course for this and 
tape recorders were used as 
“word for word” documents were 
a requirement. A record in book 
form, complete with photographs, 
was produced for the client and 
family.  Lesley says this was such 
rewarding work! 
 
Due to the illness of her grandson 
with leukaemia, Lesley gave up 
this work to concentrate on the 
family. In discussions with the 
treating doctor, the family realised 
the value of medical research into 
the cancer and Lesley now does 
volunteer work with the Children’s 
Cancer Foundation at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital on a fortnightly 
basis. She helps and encourages as 
patients’ families come together 
to connect with others facing the 
same problems as they enjoy 
morning tea and a chat.  
 
Never to be idle, Lesley is now in 
her sixteenth year as Chief Super-
visor of VCE exams at Whitefriars 
College.   Finally, she is also in-
volved with the MX5 Car Club 
where her husband Max does mo-
tor sport and Lesley helps official 
at certain events during the year.   
Another little gem of interest is 
the fact that Max worked as a me-
chanic for Formula 1 Racing Driver, 
Jack Brabham during his stay in 
England. 
 

Term 3, 2019 Dates 
 
Term 3 commences on Monday 
15th July and ends on Friday 20th 
Sep 2019. 
 
 
 

tographer from her newspaper, to 
cover one of the Queen’s Royal 
Tours of the area. She remembers 
that this included a visit to the Ra-
leigh bicycle manufacturing plant in 
Nottingham. The opportunity to 
report on the tour was given to one 
organisation only, with the content 
shared amongst other newspapers. 
 
Australian Max Lloyd who was on a 
working holiday at Repco in the UK 
when he met Lesley and they were 
married soon afterwards and came 
to Australia in 1969.  Lesley’s first 
job in Melbourne was for a Public 
Relations firm which she openly 
admits she did not enjoy, followed 
by a year in the magazine depart-
ment of The Age. They then moved 
to the Croydon area and Lesley ob-
tained a job with Leader newspa-
pers in Boronia. Her duties includ-
ed more court reporting in 
Ferntree Gully. After several years, 
Lesley left to start a family.  
 
Missing her journalism and while 
her children were still relatively 
young, Lesley  went to work part 
time for the Ringwood Mail and 
then the Progress Press in Chad-
stone.  This was at the cusp of time 
when it was not particularly ac-
ceptable for women with children 
to return to the workforce, howev-
er, Lesley was fortunate in that the 
local Council ran a Family Day Care 
programme so child care was avail-
able to her. However, it was not an 
easy transition, and for a while Les-
ley returned to full time parenting. 
 
When a teenager back in the UK, 
Lesley had joined a Floral Art 
Group, so it came naturally to her 
to do a Floristry Course when she 
was anxious to work again.  She 
spent 5 years arranging wedding 
bouquets etc, mostly working from 
home and was also involved part 
time in the Dried Flower Industry in 
Montrose. 
 
A career change loomed again and 
Lesley spent many years working 


