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U3A Ringwood Incorporated, 
Parkwood Community Hub,  

35-39 Tortice Drive, Ringwood North, Vic 3134.  
A.B.N. 14 419 221 576  Reg  Nbr A0008300C 

Phone: 9876 2925 
Office: 9.00am – 12 Noon (Monday-Friday) 

Web: www.u3aringwood.org.au  
Email: info@u3aringwood.org.au 

IMPORTANT COVID19 UPDATE 

As members are aware, your 
Committee have taken a safety 
first approach to our activities 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
This is important as a large num-
ber of our members are over 60 
years of age, a group who are con-
sidered to have a much greater 
risk of serious illness should they 
become infected. 
 
Both the Victorian and Federal 
Governments are now encourag-
ing all eligible people who have 
not as yet been vaccinated, partic-
ularly those over 60 years of age, 
to get vaccinated against Covid-19 
now. 
 
Accordingly, as we prepare to re-
sume face-to-face classes 
(hopefully in the not too distant 
future), your Committee encour-
ages any member who may not as 
yet been vaccinated, to do so as 
soon as possible, not only for their 
personal health but for that of 
other members. 
 

EVENTS “IN THE PIPELINE” 

We are planning ………. 
We are hoping …………. 
We have fingers crossed ………. 
 

Newsletter Term  3 September 2021 

That easing of restrictions will ena-
ble the following events to take 
place. 
 
• Christmas Lunch at Norwood 

Sporting Club on Tuesday 7th 
December 2021 

• Enrolment Week – first week 
of December 2021 

• Summer School for 3 weeks in 
January 2022 with some inter-
esting subjects planned 

• Tutors Workshop & Lunch at 
Norwood Sporting Club on 
Tuesday 18th January 2022 

• Welcome Day on 1st February 
2022 with a very different and 
exciting format. 

 
Put these dates in your diary and 
watch this Space for further details 
on the above events. 
 
Next Newsletter – October 2021 
 
RON COLLINS 

This leader’ knowledge of vine-
yards and wine is just so extensive 
and fascinating. 
 
Ron leads our wine class of A Taste 
Tour of Southern European Wines. 
 
Having grown up in the south coast 
of New South Wales he went to 4 
or 5 different schools as his family 
moved around in the agricultural 

areas.  His tertiary education then 
followed with a Law Degree and a 
Commerce Degree at both Sydney 
University and the University of 
New South Wales.   After graduating 
Ron’s employment started with a 
Merchant Banking firm which later 
became Macquarie Bank where he 
worked for 6-8 years and he ulti-
mately decided to form his own fi-
nance business, largely helping peo-
ple in the agricultural business.  
 
During Ron’s time at Sydney Univer-
sity, he became involved with a 
wine group that, amongst other ac-
tivities, helped plant the Lakes Folly 
vineyard in the Hunter Valley.  Ron 
became hooked on vineyard opera-
tions and the resultant wines. 
 
 In 1993-94 Ron established a Syndi-
cate of Investment called Blaxland 
Vineyards which became the 12th 
largest group of grape vineyards in 
Australia with 1.6m vines and 23 
grape varieties under management.   
During this time, he also went to 
France to learn more about the 
wines of Southern Europe.    
 
In the last few years with planning 
for retirement Ron ultimately sold 
his 7 vineyards throughout Victoria 
and South Australia and to put the 
size of it into perspective being 947 
hectares, imagine an area of 9 km 
long and 1 km wide. 
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With her husband David being trans-
ferred to work in Papua New Guin-
ea, Barbara also started teaching 
there both French and German to-
gether with English, staying there for 
6 years.  With teaching German Bar-
bara felt she was only just ‘one step 
ahead of her students’.  Back to Aus-
tralia in 1985, Barbara realised that 
she needed a Diploma of Education 
qualification to teach in Victorian 
schools, even though she had 15 
years of teaching behind her.  How-
ever, Permission to Teach was grant-
ed by the Registration Board and the 
Principal at PLC employed her, ini-
tially for a period of 3 months, but 
stayed for 7 years.  Barbara studied 
through Gippsland College of Ad-
vanced Studies to gain her Dip. Ed., 
mostly through correspondence, but 
4 weekends per year had to be in 
residence in Churchill.  
 
Barbara then took up the position of 
Head of Languages at Loreto Mande-
ville Hall School on the border of 
Armadale/Toorak and retired in 
2011 after 18 years at Loreto.   Six 
months after retirement she accept-
ed a teaching post at Alia College, a 
very small school which only had a 
total of 70 students, and stayed 
teaching for a period of 5 years. 
 
Now retirement activities.  In 2019 
Barbara joined U3A Croydon and 
assisted Diana Long with the French 
class there and Diana ‘talked her 
into’ coming to Ringwood to take 
the French for Beginners class which 
Diana had started, when those 
members moved to the French 2 
class.  Barbara says the Beginners 
class covers both grammar, conver-
sation and follows a particular study 
book.  During the lockdowns from 
2021 members are sent various ex-
ercises to complete at home, as the 
students did not feel comfortable 
with Zoom. 
 
Other interests include quilting of 
which Barbara has been doing a 
great deal of during our lockdown 
periods.  She had purchased an Owl 

 
Ron had heard of U3A and discov-
ered that Ringwood had a wine 
class, A Taste of Life run by our 
President, Daryl James.   Ron was 
waitlisted for this class for about 
two years, as nobody dropped out, 
there being a cap on the maximum 
numbers and the class members 
continued enrolling again each 
year.   
 
Finally, Ron contacted Daryl and 
offered to do his own wine class, A 
Taste Tour of Southern European 
Wines, with a slightly different ver-
sion to A Taste of Life.    Ron had 
only done two sessions of his clas-
ses face-to-face when Covid hit 
and the class had to go on Zoom.  
It was then decided to combine 
the two wine classes on Zoom with 
Ron and Daryl each leading it on 
the second and fourth Wednes-
days of the month respectively. 
 
A short time ahead of the class, 
members would be emailed the 
particular bottle/s of wine to pur-
chase from  their favourite Liquor 
Store, and at the appointed day 
and time of the class everyone 
tasted the same brand of wine and 
discussed its various qualities dur-
ing the online class and that also 
contributes to lots of discussion 
and our much needed social inter-
action. 
 
Vineyards and their wine and fami-
ly have always been Ron’s main 
interests and this shows greatly in 
his vast knowledge of the subject.  
 
 
POEM 

 
By Margaret Chipperfield  of Adven-
tures at the End of a Pen Class about 
the Class Tutor Viki Wright-Rivett 

 
She’s bright and she is bold, she’s 
real and you can see 
Her carefully choosing words with 
great specificity 
Determined to deliver to each and 

everyone 
Authentic affirmation, some rain but 
much more sun 
And she manages with wisdom to 
get the feedback right 
To encourage and cajole us and 
whet our appetites 
She lets us laugh at random and cry 
if we have need 
But every single chance she gets she 
plants a little seed. 
An opportunist really, she can’t let 
time delay 
Without a little nudge to gently push 
us on our way. 
 
BARBARA WATT 

This leader has moved house 17 
times in a 22 year span of her mar-
ried life.  However, it is now only 20 
in 53 so the ratio seems a bit more 
sensible! 
 
Barbara leads our French for Begin-
ners Class and her knowledge of the 
French language is very extensive. 
 
Born in England, Barbara grew up in 
the Liverpool area.  When she was 
11 years old and having her first 
French lessons at school, Barbara 
announced to her family that she 
wanted to go to France one day.  
After completing her secondary edu-
cation, Barbara went to University at 
what was previously called Kings 
College, (a College within Durham 
University) and completed an Hon-
ours Degree in French.  A require-
ment of the French Degree course 
was a year in France and Barbara 
lived in the boarding part of the 
school at St. Raphael on the South 
Coast of France.  In order to move 
around more in France, Barbara 
bought a little Moped.  In her final 
year at Uni, Kings College became a 
university in its own right.   Having 
only taught for one year she moved 
to New Zealand and taught there for 
three years.  Having met her hus-
band there, they returned to the UK 
to get married and then back to New 
Zealand.     
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FACEBOOK 

U3A Ringwood has a presence on 
Facebook. 

It will be used  to attract new mem-
bers and provide up to date new on 
our activities. You can find it here 

https://www.facebook.com/
u3aringwood/ 

It’s in its early stages of use so 
posting ability is limited but you can 
like our posts on Facebook. 

TERM 4 DATES 

4th Oct to 3rd Dec 2021 

  
 

Kit many years back and did not 
get around to starting it until more 
recent times.  Barbara also belongs 
to a Knitting Group and during the 
last year or so the group members 
have been knitting Beanies for 
premature babies and then for 
adults.  The group members have 
all been knitting 20 cm squares 
and will join them all together 
when the current lockdown is over 
to make what they call a ‘Covid 
blanket’ which will be given to 
Charity for those in need.  Cro-
cheting is yet another love of Bar-
bara’s and she has recently re-
turned to this craft through the 
knitting group.  Barbara also loves 
cooking, and it would not surprise 
us that she especially likes making 
French dishes. 
 
GOOD FOOD ONLINE PRESENTA-
TIONS 
 
From Maroondah Council. 

Online presentation - Tuesday 14 
September | 7.30pm to 8.30pm 
 

The Nutrition Guy, aka Joel Feren, 
is an Accredited Practising Dieti-
tian and Accredited Nutritionist as 
well as recipe developer and nutri-
tion consultant.  

Joel’s Good Food Good Mood 
online presentation focuses on the 
important relationship between 
good nutrition and good mental 
wellbeing. 

Following the 40-minute presenta-
tion, participants will have the op-
portunity to ask questions. Ques-
tions can also be sent in at the 
time of booking. 

Good food good mood    or 

https://
www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/
Explore/Whats-on-in-
Maroondah/Events-calendar/
Event-Public/Good-food-good-
mood-with-Joel-Feren 

 

ABOUT OUR ONLINE COURSES 

We  have two types of Zoom classes 
at U3A Ringwood: 

1. Those that are only held on 
Zoom during COVID19 lock-
downs. These classes run face to 
face outside of lockdowns.  

2. Those that are held on Zoom 
regardless of COVID19 lock-
downs as they can accommo-
date more members on Zoom or 
the class prefers to run on Zoom. 

The  Online Classes Calendar, on our 
web site,  below shows both types of 
Zoom classes and shouldn't be used 
to determine that a class is actually 
on Zoom on any given day.  

Please check with your class leader if 
you are unsure of whether your class 
runs on Zoom or not (particularly 
during school holidays). 
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