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U3A Ringwood Incorporated, 
Parkwood Community Hub,  

35-39 Tortice Drive, Ringwood North, Vic 3134.  
A.B.N. 14 419 221 576  Reg  Nbr A0008300C 

Phone: 9876 2925 
Office: 9.00am – 12 Noon (Monday-Friday) 

Web: www.u3aringwood.org.au  
Email: info@u3aringwood.org.au 

LIVING WITH COVID19 

The Victorian Government has 
now released their ‘roadmap’ for 
living with Covid 19. This is based 
on at least 80% of the population 
aged 12 years and over, being vac-
cinated against the virus and en-
visages access to many activities 
(including community activities) 
being only available to persons 
who are vaccinated (or have a 
valid medical exemption). 

Consistent with this, your com-
mittee strongly encourages any 
member who may not as yet have 
been vaccinated and does not 
have a valid medical exemption, 
to seek vaccination so as soon as 
possible, not only for their per-
sonal health but for that of oth-
ers. 

The ‘roadmap’ in its current form, 
at best, indicates that it is unlikely 
that we will be able to hold face 
to face classes or activities until 
late in Term 4.  

Accordingly, we have started to 
focus on preparations to celebrate 
the Christmas period with a lunch 
on 7 December 2021 and how we 
resume Covid safe face to face 
classes in 2022. 

Whether a requirement for our 
members to be vaccinated will be 
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a part of the way U3A Ringwood 
operates in the future, is a matter 
that the Committee will consider 
as information and guidance be-
come available. 

INTERESTING MEMBERS 

Continuing our series on our Course 

Co-ordinators. 

Diane Batchelor 

This member has had many and 
varied jobs in her working life, both 
in Australia and in the UK. 
 
Diane attends National and Inter-
national Affairs, Music Apprecia-
tion 1, A Taste of Life and until re-
cently Elders & the Law. 
 
Diane grew up in Sydney and went 
to school at parish Catholic 
schools, from primary through to 
Leaving Certificate as it was then in 
NSW.  
 
Her first job was as Secretary for a 
Stockbroking firm, following by an 
Engineering firm in Sydney.   Diane 
then moved to London and took up 
temporary work with Regional 
Metropolitan Hospital Board, 
working for the Treasurer for al-
most three years. Moving back 
home to Sydney for 12 months she 

took up a position with P & O Cruise 
Liners and then returned to the UK 
where  she again worked for the 
Hospital Board.  She then worked 
for a Mobil Oil Task Force doing the 
engineering for a refinery in Saudi 
Arabia.  When that job ended, she 
again returned home and was ap-
proached by her Mobil boss who 
had returned to Melbourne and 
joined the Task Force developing 
the Port Stanvac refinery in Ade-
laide. 
 
Those days were pre-word pro-
cessing and often documents typed 
on a manual typewriter, anything up 
to 60 pages long.  Any changes 
meant the entire document being 
retyped.  Copies to be circulated 
were done using carbon copies and 
the final copy was almost illegible so 
documents were often typed multi-
ple times in order to be circulated 
quickly. 
 
Whilst in London Diane had met her 
future husband Peter who had re-
turned to Melbourne.  Soon after 
Peter was transferred to Sydney by 
his bank job and they then married 
and had two sons before again mov-
ing to Melbourne. 
 
In Melbourne she worked in a pri-
mary school before Peter’s job took 
him to Adelaide for two years, 
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theatre. 1/2d to get in plus a Hoad-

ley’s Violet Crumble or Polly Waffle. 

The kids in the front section would 

roll their Jaffas down the wooden 

floor to create a racket. During the 

weekly serial the audience would 

loudly boo the cowboys on black 

horses and cheer, accompanied by 

stamping feet, the goodies on the 

white ones. There were cartoons 

such as “Tom and Jerry”. Maybe a 

Laurel and Hardy short film too. 

Then, after interval the feature film 

such as the Andy Hardy ones, Shirley 

Temples, and Ma and Pa Kettle.  

... a few of us kids who lived in our 

street found a snake. Snakes were 

known not to die until after sunset. 

We strung it over a high fence and 

waited patiently on the other side 

for a victim to pass by.  Nobody liked 

Mrs. Burns because she wouldn’t let 

us kids sit on her manicured nature 

strip and it was time for pay-back. As 

she approached, dragging her shop-

ping jeep behind her, we jiggled that 

snake’s tail causing the snake to 

move at her eye level. She let out a 

screech, followed by threatening 

noises including the words 

‘mothers’, ‘you should know better’. 

Most of us ended up getting a hiding 

over that. 

… a wooden cotton reel, four tacks 

hammered into the top.  Using a 

sock knitting needle we would trans-

form leftover scraps of wool into the 

form of a snake. 

… when our stockings came in shal-

low cardboard boxes, one pair per 

box.  15 denier, 30 denier.  Those 

were the days we had to have a full-

length mirror to check our seams 

where Diane worked for the SA 
Guardianship Board. 
 
Back in Melbourne she worked for 
CSIRO and an Intellectual Property 
law firm before retiring. 
 
Reading and some gardening are 
interests of Diane’s, however, 
mostly spending time with the 
family and especially her grand-
children occupy her time (back 
when such things were possible). 
 
Diane joined U3A Ringwood in 
2015 in the Music Appreciation 
Class, then held at the Senior Citi-
zens Hall in Warrandyte Road, 
Ringwood.   Back then, Presenta-
tions on Composers or Styles of 
Music were carried out by the 
whole class once a year and Diane 
carried out her turn admirably. 
 
In 2019 she was approached to 
join the Committee and pro-
claimed that she was not an or-
ganizer, however, it was well 
known that she was a “doer”.   
Shortly after Diane was appointed 
one of our Course Co-ordinators as 
well as taking on the role of Office 
Duty Roster – jobs which have had 
plenty of setbacks over the past 18 
months.   
  

REMEMBER WHEN 
 

Following an article in a newspa-
per last year entitled “Remember 
when”, it was decided to ask mem-
bers of Thursdays Music Apprecia-
tion class to give us some memo-
ries of things when they were 
young and how different things are 
from today.  More class members’ 
memories in our November News-
letter. 
 

By Glen Chandler - I remember 
when –  
... the iceman came with his 

draught horse and cart. He would 

climb down from up the front and 

walk to the back where he would 

hack off a great piece of ice, hump it 

onto a burlap bag on his shoulder 

and break into a bit of a trot into the 

nearest house. We kids, until he re-

appeared, would gather up the 

shards of ice left on the back of the 

cart and on the road and take great 

pleasure, with squeals of laughter 

and mock pain, in putting them 

down the front or back of each oth-

er’s jumpers. 

... we used to walk up to the dairy at 

the end of our street, taking our billy 

with us. My father used to be able to 

swing that billy full circle without 

losing a drop of milk. When we kids 

tried it – well, we tended to lose the 

lot. Most of the time, very early in 

the mornings, the milko would pour 

the milk from a massive jug into the 

billy we left in the shade next to the 

front verandah. 

... us kids in the neighbourhood 

would play all sorts of games in the 

middle of the road. Only two houses 

in our street had cars (and one of 

them had to be started with a crank 

and the other was a Ford Zephyr) so 

it was pretty safe. If a car approach 

there’d be a cry of “car” and we’d 

collect our equipment and wait at 

the side of the road until they had 

passed. Cricket with a rounders bat 

and a tomato case, a tennis ball tied 

with an elastic string to a brick which 

we’d whack with our mother’s dis-

used racquet. Then there was 

“what’s the time Mr. Wolf?”, skippy, 

hopscotch, and “oranges and lem-

ons”.    

... we’d stand in a long queue, 

snaking almost as far as the railway 

crossing, to get into the local picture 
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location. The shelter gave us a much 

greater sense of safety. 

The worst experience was when a 

huge bomb fell in the woods within a 

mile of us. Our house vibrated and 

then there was an almighty crash in 

the kitchen. Needless to say, we 

stayed in the lounge ‘bedroom' until 

the night raid had finished.  

I was the first one up in the morning 

and ran into the kitchen to see what 

had happened. Mum was still asleep 

and Dad was not home as he was on 

Air Raid Warden’s duty at the War-

dens’ Centre. I recall returning to the 

‘bedroom’ to say to Mum, by now 

awake, about the kitchen, “Mum, 

the ceiling is on the floor!” The 

clothes airer, a feature of many 

kitchens in those days, kitchens be-

ing warmer places, had fallen from 

the ceiling onto the kitchen floor. 

This may not quite be what you 

want, but it is a graphic memory! I 

can also give you more mundane 

memories of Mum’s washing day for 

example. 

SUMMER SCHOOL AND ENROL-

MENTS FOR 2022 

Enrolment for 2022 

Enrolments for 2022 will open on 1 

December 2021. 

Enrolment Packs for 2022 will be 

emailed to all existing members (and 

posted to those who do not have an 

email address) and will be available 

to be downloaded from our web-site 

during the last week in October 

2021. 

Hard copies will also be available 

were straight before we walked 

out the door.  And they laddered 

so easily – sometimes an applica-

tion of nail polish helped to stem 

the ladder.  Then we were able to 

buy seamless stockings which 

came in cellophane packets.  Oh, 

the freedom.  And instead of lad-

dering they formed holes.  Then 

came panty hose and we could 

banish our step-ins and suspender 

belts.  Oh, the comfort. 

… remember brooches?  We never 

see them nowadays but they were 

ubiquitous when I was a teenager.  

Every coat had one on the left la-

pel.  We wore one on the left-hand 

side of a blouse.  We may have 

worn one on a scarf tied just to the 

left.  Crystal, marcasite, some with 

coloured stones too, perhaps a 

central pearl.  In the shape of a 

flower, a leaf, a bird maybe. 

…  Sunday School picnics.    School 
children’s chants:  “Catholic dogs 
stink like frogs.”  “Proddy dogs 
stink like frogs.” 
 
… Using a razor blade to undo a 
typing mistake.   The prop clothes-
line.  Walking into the shed and 
smelling the pollard (for feeding 
the hens).   The copper stick. 
 
…The bogeyman under the bed 
(unseen but we knew it looked like 
the Banksia man from “Snugglepot 
and Cuddlepie”). 
 
…The hot water bottle in the bed 
and the knitted over so we would-
n’t get chilblains – but we sneaked 
our freezing feet inside and 
suffered anyway. 
 
… Saturday nights at town hall 
dances: the Pride of Erin, Evening 
Three Step, Foxtrot, Progressive 
Barn Dance, Modern Waltz. 

 
… Comics – “Archie” with Jughead, 
Betty and Veronica.  “Ginger Meggs, 
“Casper the Friendly Ghost”. 
 
… A net fitted to the rear wheel of a 
bicycle so a skirt cannot become en-
tangled. 
 
… A lawn sown with buffalo grass – 
very prickly to lie on. 
 

Remember When….. from John 

Lawley 

I grew up in England until we came 

to Australia in 1953. Thus, I was in 

England during World War 2. A 

strong memory I have is of sleeping 

in a Morrison shelter in the lounge 

room downstairs. Here is an image 

of a Morrison shelter.  

        

 

Of course, the bedrooms were up-

stairs but they were too vulnerable 

to German bombs. Sleeping down-

stairs was safer and inside a Morri-

son shelter was even more safe. My 

parents slept on the floor beside the 

shelter but could not fit inside the 

shelter beside my brother and my-

self.  

We lived in Croydon, South of Lon-

don, and London was bombed night-

ly in the early part of the 

war.  Airports were obvious German 

targets and we lived in between 

three airports, Biggin Hill, Kenley and 

Croydon and so were in a dangerous 
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PLEASE REVIEW / LIKE US 

We are looking to increase the 

reach of  our web site and our 

Facebook page. One of the 

better ways to do this is to have 

reviews and likes. 

If you have a Google (gmail) ac-

count and/or a Facebook ac-

count, and you are happy to do 

so, you can help us by: 

Google Reviews 

• Go to www.google.com.au 

• Search for U3A Ringwood 

• On right hand side of search 

results look for and click on 

‘Write a Review’ 

• Write your review and pro-

vide your Star Rating  

• Be honest as we are not 

looking for fake reviews. 

• You will need to sign in using 

Google/gmail account if you 

are not already done so 

Facebook 

• Open your Facebook app or 

go to https://

www.facebook.com/

u3aringwood/ 

• Sign into Facebook if not al-

ready done so 

• Click on the three dots below 

‘Contact Us’ then hit Follow. 

• Look for and click on the Like 

Button under ‘Contact Us’. 

 

TERM 4 DATES 

4th Oct to 3rd Dec 2021 

from our Parkwood Offices once 

face to face classes are able to be 

resumed. 

2022 Summer School 

Our Summer School, which will 

run from the second week in Jan-

uary for 3 weeks, comprise a se-

ries of classes. 

Summer School Registrations will 

open on 1 December 2021. 

Should the Covid rules applicable 

in January 2022, not enable us to 

hold our Summer School classes 

face to face, as planned, we will 

endeavor to hold as many 

presentations as practicable on-

line, using Zoom. 

Those registered to attend Sum-

mer School presentations will be 

provided with the relevant Zoom 

log in details. 

Our Summer School classes are 

as follows (full details as to time 

and location will be available on our 

website in the last week in October 

2021) 

“HIGH NOON ON TUESDAYS” 
ZOOM PRESENTATIONS 
 
We are proposing to implement a 
program of Zoom Presentations to 
be held each Tuesday at Noon, until 
end of Term 4. 
 
Logistically, the challenge is to 
source Presenters with engaging 
subject matter, likely to be of inter-
est to U3A Ringwood members. 
If you know of someone who might 
be suitable & available, please con-
tact a Course Co-Ordinator. 
 
Diane Batchelor: 
 
dianebatchelor95@outlook.com 
9876 2067 
0432147078                                            
                                                   
Richard Prior: 
 
richard.prior8@bigpond.com.au 
0412649233       
 
 Also, if any Class Leaders /Tutors 
would like to run a class on-line & 
not already doing so, please contact 
a Course Co-Ordinator. 

Title Outline Status 

Floral Art Learn how to do arrangements for 
family & friends 

Series of 
Classes 

The Italian Lifestyle Learn about the various lifestyles in 
Italy 

Series of 
Classes 

Aboriginal Leaders Learn about the life journeys of the 
leaders of Wonga, Jagga-Jagga & 
Barak & Colonial Era 

Series of 
Classes 

Vineyards From a vineyard owner learn about 
summer wines, wine & global 
warming and more 

Series of 
Classes 

Athletics Learn why athletics offers exercise 
for older people 

Class 

Australian Hockey and 
2021 Tokyo Olympics 

From an official at the Tokyo Olym-
pics learn about all the aspects of 
competing there. 

Class 

The Recent History of 
Russia 

Reappraisal of Russia from the Cold 
War to the present 

Series of 
Classes 

History of Jazz Learn about the story of Jazz and 
how it evolved in America 

Series of 
Classes 

http://www.google.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/u3aringwood/
https://www.facebook.com/u3aringwood/
https://www.facebook.com/u3aringwood/
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