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U3A Ringwood Incorporated, 
Parkwood Community Hub,  

35-39 Tortice Drive, Ringwood North, Vic 3134.  
A.B.N. 14 419 221 576  Reg  Nbr A0008300C 

Phone: 9876 2925 
Office: 9.00am – 12 Noon (Monday-Friday) 

Web: www.u3aringwood.org.au  
Email: info@u3aringwood.org.au 

COVID-19 UPDATES 

Easing of Covid19  

Restrictions 

We welcome the Victorian Gov-
ernment’s announcement re-
moving density limits for indoor 
activities as this will provide us 
with more certainty when sched-
uling classes at the Parkwood 
Community Hub. 

Further, although there is no 
longer a mandatory requirement 
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for face masks to be worn indoors, 
your Committee encourages mem-
bers to wear face masks (as far as 
practical) when attending U3A 
Ringwood face to face classes and 
events. 

Your Committee will regularly re-
view this policy as circumstances 
change. 

Proof of Vaccinations 

Presently only members who pro-

vide valid proof of being double 

vaccinated against Covid19 are 

able to participate in U3A Ringwood 

face to face classes held indoors. 

Accordingly, it is essential that 
members ensure that they have 
valid proof of vaccination before 
attending classes. 

For your guidance, the following is 
listed by the Victorian Government 
as ‘valid proof’ of vaccination: 

• COVID-19 digital certificate viewa-

ble from your smartphone’s Wal-

let APP, Service Victoria APP or 

Medicare APP; 

• Printed copy of COVID-19 digital 

certificate together with a valid 

photo ID; 

• Printed copy of immunisation his-

tory statement together with a 

valid photo ID. 

Please ensure you do not edit, snip, 
cut, crop, reduce or change a digital 
or printed certificate in any way. 
When printed, we need to see the 
normal sized certificate which is 
usually designed to fit A4 paper. 
Colour printing is optional. 

Note:  A letter or card from the 
Medical Practice or Pharmacy 
where you received the vaccination 
is not included as being ‘valid proof 
of vaccination’. 
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• Uploaded to our  web-site  where 

you can download and print it. 

• Posted to members without email 

addresses 

• Been placed in our Parkwood 

Office foyer 

Please let us know if you haven’t 

received your Enrolment Pack. 

2022 SUMMER SCHOOL 

Our Summer School, which will run 

from the second week in January for 

3 weeks, comprise a series of clas-

ses. Summer School Registrations 

will also open on 1 December 2021. 

Full information on our Summer 

School classes is available in our 

members login section of our web 

site.  You enrol in Summer classes 

just like you enrol in normal classes. 

VALE—JEAN THOMPSON 

The U3A Ringwood community will 

be saddened to hear of the death of 

long-time member, Jean Thompson. 

Jean passed away after a short ill-

ness. 

Warm, wise, witty and outgoing, 

Jean was the convenor of the Cryp-

tic Crossword Class which she had 

enjoyed for many years. She was an 

equally popular member of the Ex-

ercises to Music class and also par-

ticipated in the “Let’s Do” activities. 

A resident of North Ringwood, Jean 

was born in Glasgow and emigrated 

to Australia with her parents and 

brother in the 1940s when she was 

eight. The family lived in Box Hill 

South. 

Jean had a very interesting career, 

working mainly in secretarial roles 

Booster Vaccinations 

Recently the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration (TGA) approved a 
booster vaccination of Pfizer’s vac-
cine for those who have had two 
doses of any brand of coronavirus 
vaccine no less than six months 
after their second vaccination. 

The Government is presently con-
sidering the provision of a booster 
vaccination for various sectors in 
the community. 

As it would appear advisable for 
U3A Ringwood members to main-
tain a high level of protection 
against Covid.19, your Committee 
strongly recommends that mem-
bers obtain a booster vaccination 
as soon as practicable once they 
become eligible.  

Once the Government announces 
its policy on ‘booster vaccinations’ 
we will further advise members 
what this means for attendance at 
indoor face to face classes and 
presentations at U3A Ringwood. 

 

Need Help Getting your Valid 
Proof of Vaccination? 
 
We plan to offer face to face sessions 
with members who have difficulty 
obtaining a valid digital or printing 
one. If you are experiencing prob-
lems, or just need a push in the right 
direction, please email: 
 
info@u3aringwood.org.au 
 
We will advise you when and where 
these sessions will be conducted. 

 
ENROLMENTS FOR 2022 

Enrolments for 2022 will open on 1st 

December 2021. Our 2022 Enrolment 

Packs have: 

• Been emailed to all 2021 financial 

members who have a valid email 

address recorded on our member-

ship system.  

mailto:info@u3aringwood.org.au?subject=U3A%20ringwood%20-%20Vaccination%20Cwrtificate%20Sessions
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tic capes and helmets, inserted rub-

ber mouth guards, and then ven-

tured outside and marched into the 

trenches that had been excavated in 

the playground. We stayed in the 

trenches until another siren indicat-

ed the end of the drill.      

 My home at that time in Cromwell 

Street, Glen Iris, had an air raid shel-

ter in our backyard as also did some 

of our neighbours. Street lights were 

darkened and the houses had ply-

wood panels fitted to keep the city in 

darkness in case of a possible inva-

sion by the Japanese Air Force to 

bomb Melbourne and other Australi-

an cities. Some of our neighbours 

had gas producers on their car run-

ning boards and on Saturday after-

noons there were regular A.R.P air 

raid training exercises (Dad’s Army) 

when they extinguished small fires 

from simulated incendiary bombs in 

the Glen Iris streets  

All this came to end soon after we 

read of the massive Atomic Bombs 

being dropped on Japan, first in Hiro-

shima and then in Nagasaki, which 

convinced the Japanese it was time 

to surrender. (Just in time for my 

birthday!) 

I still now occasionally revisit Hart-

well Primary (State) School as I have 

had four of my grandchildren also 

attending there at different times. I 

can’t help but remember those 

times and the trenches in the school 

yard and now pray they will never be 

needed to be dug again! 

By Val Baxter 
 
In 1954 we moved into our first 
house on an unmade road and there 
was no mail or telegram deliveries, 

which explains why she was such a 

valuable and efficient office duty 

volunteer. She revelled in keeping 

the office spick and span and al-

ways offered to help tutors with 

any extra tasks. 

One of Jean’s career roles was that 

of personal assistant to the most 

senior Army general in Canberra at 

the time, being privy to secrets 

that she would never divulge. 

Jean’s daughter, Kirsty recalls: 

‘Mum had high security privileges 

and took the Army’s secrets with 

her. We did ask her about these 

secrets but she would never tell!’ 

It was while working as an execu-

tive assistant at Channel O that 

Jean met her husband, Russ and 

the couple lived in Brisbane for a 

time soon after marrying. Jean and 

Russ have two children and four 

grandchildren. 

Supporting and being with her 

family was Jean’s passion. She en-

joyed cooking for them and also 

enjoyed entertaining.   

Jean rarely missed the coffee date 

that followed the Cryptic Cross-

word class and her friends learnt 

that she also enjoyed jigsaw puz-

zles, cards, scrabble, crime novels 

and the cinema. 

A great Demons fan, Jean was able 

to enjoy the Grand Final shortly 

before she passed away. 

Farewell, Jean. You will be remem-

bered with great affection. 

 

REMEMBER WHEN 

By Peter Wakeham 
 
It’s an amazing thing, the human 

mind. I cannot remember what I was 

doing 76 days ago but I can clearly 

remember where I was and what I 

was doing on the 14th of August 

1945 – 76 years ago. 

I was in my early years at Hartwell 

State School and I was delighted to 

be told that the next day – the 15th 

of August- my birthday – ‘I did not 

have to come to school as it had 

been declared a Public Holiday to 

celebrate the surrender of the Japa-

nese and the end of the war in the 

Pacific’. 

From memory my teacher – Miss 

Foster, gave each student on their 

birthday a tube of Columbine Cara-

mels to take home.  These were 

popular sweets at that time and 

were packed in a cardboard tube 

about 10 inches (real measure-

ment!) long which had a slot along 

one side where you could see how 

many Caramels you had left!  

So, on the 15th of August I had a hap-

py birthday with my Columbine Car-

amels! 

The years 1941 to 1945 were very 

worrying times for all Australians 

with the threat of Japanese occupa-

tion always present and this greatly 

affected the everyday life of every-

one including the school children. 

Up to early August in 1945, we had 

experienced regular air-raid drills at 

school when a warning siren sound-

ed and we all put on our yellow plas-
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nedy was shot.  There was great 
sadness and people cried.  We 5 
girls moved to Windsor – a part 
of Melbourne – and were home-
sick and wanted German food.  
After a long search we found a 
delicatessen milk bar in Chapel 
Street which served black bread, 
salami and yoghurt etc.  For us 
that was Christmas.  It is amazing 
how the food scene changed. 
 

By Shirley Miles 
 
I can remember the “Rabbitto” 
wheeling his rabbit lined bike 
past our house as he returned 
from a successful jaunt into the 
country.  The carcases were sold 
as a cheap meal, and the skin 
(stretched over a wire to dry) 
were used for rugs, mats and 
Akubra hats. 
 
When I was tiny, I remember my 
Mum lighting a fire under a cop-
per to wash bed linen – then 
came the Stampco washing ma-
chine (with ringer attached) so 
washing could be rinsed in two 
lots of rinse water (don’t forget 
the bleu bag).  My goodness we 
don’t know how lucky we are, do 
we? 
 
If we wanted to make a phone 
call, we had to go to the local 
post office, give the operator the 
number and wait outside for the 
connection to be made.  We 
would then be summoned to the 
call box.  My memory seems to 
connect this process with wet, 
freezing weather. 
 

A 2009 Car Club Event at 

Phillip Island  

By Jeanette Cain 

Do you like your coffee hot? 

Do you like your salads cold? 

Do you like your wine red? 

 

only a box at the end of the 
street.  This meant you had to 
walk down to investigate wheth-
er you had had an urgent tele-
gram!  We wrote to Australia 
Post and received an answer to 
say that the road was unsuitable 
for vehicular traffic.  All the resi-
dents had managed to drive their 
cars along it!  This was in Mt Wa-
verley, just 10 minutes from 
Holmesglen Station!! 
 
I can remember seeing my moth-
er daily shelling peas from their 
pods for dinner that night.  Fro-
zen shelled peas did not exist. 
 

By Diane Batchelor 
 
I can remember the milk being 
delivered by a milkman with a 
horse and cart, the milk being 
measured into a billy can and the 
‘milko’ whistling up the horse 
when he was a few houses along 
the street. 
 
Despite being only 6 miles from 
the Sydney GPO, I lived in a 
house with no sewerage so the 
“Dunny man” came once a week.  
Having been ‘caught out’ at 
about age 5, I would check that 
the cart wasn’t in the street be-
fore going to the toilet! 
 
We lived on the Parramatta River 
which regularly flooded.  One 
time a dead cow floated in to the 
beach in front of the house.  For 
several days Dad or my older 
brother would push it out but it 
would float back on the next tide.  
After a week of this thew smell 
was getting pretty bad so my 
brother tied a rope to the cow’s 
leg to tow it further out.  The leg 
pulled away!  We ended up burn-
ing it.  It took nearly a week till 
we were only left with the hoofs 
and horns. 
 
 
 

By Jeanette Cain 
 
I can remember roasting chestnuts 
on the open fire, now days it is 
toasting marsh mellows.   Blocks of 
ice were delivered by horse and cart 
for the Ice Chests - no refrigerators 
back then. 
 
Buying biscuits at the grocers con-
sisted of choosing each individual 
style of biscuit which were put in a 
paper bag and weighed to deter-
mine the cost.  You could buy bro-
ken biscuits for as little as sixpence.   
The same applied at the Lolly Shop, 
you would point to which individual 
lolly you wanted and they were put 
into a little white paper bag. 
 
My mother used to pick various 
summer fruits from the fruit trees in 
our garden and also tomatoes from 
the vegie patch and bottle them in 
Fowlers Vacola jars for consuming 
during the winter months. 
 
A friend’s family were in rental ac-
commodation while their house was 
being built and remembers saving 
their shillings to put one each time 
in the gas meter for cooking. 
 
Fish and chips were wrapped in 
newspaper and you poked a hole in 
the top and extracted the chips to 
eat while walking along and they 
stayed HOT all the way! 
 
On a Saturday night my grandfather 
used to walk to the local milk bar, 
about 10 minutes away, to buy the 
pinkish coloured Sporting Globe for 
all the football, cricket, racing etc 
news and results.   Week day news-
papers back then were the morning 
paper of the Sun and the Argus and 
the evening paper of the Herald.  
Some people had the newspapers 
delivered daily and there was no 
newspaper at all on a Sunday. 
 

By Antje Bauer 
 
The day I landed in Australia by boat 
in 1963 was the day President Ken-
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This was my second year of 
being involved with the Club’s 
Racing Group and as previous-
ly, we were staying at our ac-
commodation headquarters – 
holiday house of our Vice 
President. 
 
The social side of the weekend 
commenced for me on Friday 
afternoon upon arrival at 
Cowes.  We were greeted by 
the car enthusiasts, who sub-
sequently set off to the Grand 
Prix Circuit to check in their 
cars for the following day’s 
practice runs. 
Our Magazine Editor and I 
were left to organise the 
heating of the casseroles for 
the evening meal. 
 
 We thought we did a good job 
of having everything ready to 
serve when the men came in, 
but oh no – we missed a chick-
en casserole in the somewhat 
stacked refrigerator that we 
both agreed looked like a con-
tainer of salad.  However, 
there was plenty of variety for 
the fourteen members who 
gathered for their meal.  
Someone, however, really felt 
like eating some of the 
“errant” chicken casserole.  
Never fear, maybe it would do 
for Sunday night for the few 
people who stayed the addi-
tional night. 
 
Another of the members ar-
rived complete with pizza ba-
ses and fillings and set about 
making our yummy entrée for 
the meal.  Of course, all of this 
had been preceded by nuts, 
chips, dips, cheeses etc.  
Sounds mouth-watering!  for-
get to mention the red wine 
flowed wonderfully well? 
 
The following day, after some 
time spent exploring the shops 
of Cowes, it was time to come 

• Going to www.google.com.au 

• Searching for U3A Ringwood 

• On right hand side of search 

results look for and click on 

‘Write a Review’ 

• Write your review and provide 

your Star Rating  

• Be honest as we are not look-

ing for fake reviews. 

• You will need to sign in using 

Google/gmail account if you 

are not already done so 

Facebook 

If you have a  Facebook account, 

and you are happy to do so, you 

can help us by: 

• Opening your Facebook app or 

go to https://

www.facebook.com/

u3aringwood/ 

• Signing into Facebook if not 

already done so 

• Clicking on the three dots be-

low ‘Contact Us’ then hit Fol-

low. 

• Looking for and click on the 

Like Button under ‘Contact Us’. 

back and prepare the salads to ac-
company the BBQ evening meal.  I 
had prepared some of the salads at 
home and put them in the second 
fridge, only to find it was turned up 
high and everything was frozen.  
Panic, panic, how long did we have 
for them to thaw out naturally as 
there was no microwave.  How did 
we live without microwaves?  Well, 
we didn’t plan on salads to be fro-
zen, did we?  Fortunately, the 
lettuce and tomato could not fit in 
the fridge, so they were safe, but 
rice and pasta and potato salads 
were like hard, hard blocks!   One of 
the men was back from the track 
earlier than the others and offered 
to help so we gave him a spoon and 
knife and he attacked the rice.  I 
think he did such a good job of 
cutting it up into small amounts, that 
some of the rice grains were actually 
cut in half!   
 
Since we had additional people ar-
rive for dinner, making twenty in all, 
the time delay in eating allowed the 
salads to finally thaw out. 
 
Yippee, we made it!  More pizza en-
trees, nibbles, wine, then came the 
barbequed steaks, sausages and fish, 
followed, of course, by the cakes 
and slices and.….you guessed.
…..more hot coffee made possible by 
my now full coffee licence!   
 
So, all in all for the weekend, every-
one had hot coffee, cold salads and 
red wine aplenty. 
 

PLEASE REVIEW / LIKE US 

We are looking to increase the reach 

of  our web site and our Facebook 

page. One of the better ways to do 

this is to have reviews and likes. 

Google Reviews 

If you have a Google (gmail) ac-

count , and you are happy to do so, 

you can help us by: 

http://www.google.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/u3aringwood/
https://www.facebook.com/u3aringwood/
https://www.facebook.com/u3aringwood/
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KEY DATES  

Bring Proof of dual vaccina-
tion with you if available. 

ENROL FACE TO FACE 
(ENROLMENT DAY) 

Thursday 2nd December 2021 
at Parkwood 9:30AM to 
1:00PM 

Friday 3rd December 2021 at 
Parkwood 9:30AM to 1:00PM 

 

If you like what U3A Ringwood 
offers why not tell a friend – new 
members or friends who just want 
to find out if want we do suits them, 
are always welcome. 

TERM DATES 

TERM 4 2021 

Ends 3rd Dec 2021 

TERM 1 2022 

7th Feb 22 to 8th April 22 

WELCOME DAY 2022 

Wednesday 2nd Feb 2022  
9:30AM to 1:00PM. Location to 
be advised. 

PARKWOOD OFFICE BEFORE CLAS-
SES START 

Thursday 3nd February 2022 at 
Parkwood 9:30AM to 1:00PM 

Friday  4th February 2022 at 
Parkwood 9:30AM to 1:00PM 


