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U3A Ringwood Incorporated, 
Parkwood Community Hub,  

35-39 Tortice Drive, Ringwood North, Vic 3134.  
A.B.N. 14 419 221 576  Reg  Nbr A0008300C 

Phone: 9876 2925 
Office: 9.00am – 12 Noon (Monday-Friday) 

Web: www.u3aringwood.org.au  
Email: info@u3aringwood.org.au 

UPCOMING PRESENTA-
TION  

Pam Abbott will be presenting our 
first face to face presentation for 
2022. 

“A five year old’s journey from 
England to Australia in 1950 with-
out parents and being sent to an 
orphanage for the next 10 years 
before moving to Melbourne to 
begin her adulthood journey.” 

Her presentation will be at 
1:30PM on Tuesday 7th June at 
Kevin Pratt Pavilion/Norwood 
Sporting Club. It will be followed 
by afternoon tea and the oppor-
tunity to catch up with other 
members  

LIVING WITH COVID  

Consistent with the national 
‘Living with Covid19’ approach to 
managing the Covid19 pandemic, 
the Victoria government with ad-
vice from its Chief Health Officer, 
recently eased restrictions by re-
moving the requirement for peo-
ple to be fully vaccinated to be 
able to attend some venues. 

Unfortunately, the number of 
Covid19 infections in the commu-
nity, the number of cases in hos-
pitals and the number of people 
passing away from the virus, con-
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tinue to remain high. Further, 
health experts expect this will con-
tinue (and possibly get worse) with 
the arrival of new Covid sub-
variants and approaching winter 
weather when infections are ex-
pected to increase. 

As more than 90% of members of 
U3A Ringwood are aged over 65 
years, which is a demographic con-
sidered to be at high risk of serious 
illness or death should they con-
tract Covid19, your Committee has 
decided not to change its Covid 
policy. 

Accordingly, all members must be 
fully vaccinated against Covid 19, 
i.e. have a minimum of 2 vaccina-
tions against Covid19 before being 
able to attend our face to face clas-
ses or in person presentations/
events. It is strongly recommended 
that members also have booster 
vaccinations which are now availa-
ble. 

In anticipation that booster vac-
cinations could become a mandat-
ed requirement in the future, it is 
strongly recommended that if you 
haven’t already had your booster 
vaccinations, that you make ar-
rangements to do so as soon as 
you are eligible. 

In this challenging environment the 
‘U3A Ringwood Covid19 Safe Plan’ 
has been updated and will be con-
tinually reviewed over coming 
months. 

To ensure this occurs regularly it is 
now an ongoing item on your Com-
mittee’s Meeting agenda. 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE 
EXPOSED TO COVID19 
 
With us now living with Covid19 and 
the number of people now being 
infected increasing, it is important 
that members be aware of what to 
do if they test positive to Covid19 or 
are a close contact to someone who 
tests positive. 
 

If you test positive to Covid19, 
you must: 
 
• Report your result if you have 

tested positive to a rapid anti-
gen test (PCR tests are auto-
matically reported); and 

• Immediately isolate for 7 days  
• Tell your ‘social contacts’ to get 

tested if they have symptoms 
• Advise U3A Ringwood 
 

Social contacts  
 
Your social contacts are: 
 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/checklist-cases#step-2-report-your-result-and-immediately-isolate-for-7-days
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/checklist-cases#step-2-report-your-result-and-immediately-isolate-for-7-days
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/checklist-cases#step-2-report-your-result-and-immediately-isolate-for-7-days
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/checklist-cases#step-2-report-your-result-and-immediately-isolate-for-7-days
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/checklist-cases#step-4-tell-your-%E2%80%98social-and-workplace-contacts%E2%80%99-to-get-tested-if-they-have-symptoms
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/checklist-cases#step-4-tell-your-%E2%80%98social-and-workplace-contacts%E2%80%99-to-get-tested-if-they-have-symptoms
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/checklist-cases#step-5-tell-your-workplace-andor-education-facility
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Several sessions of “Classical Desti-
nations” have taken us to England 
and France with the composers El-
gar, Britten, Debussy and Ravel fea-
turing the cities they lived in and 
their music with gorgeous scenery 
along the way.   Presentations by 
members, firstly on the singer Kath-
leen Ferrier and secondly on Bee-
thoven’s 9th Symphony have given 
us great pleasure and interest, not 
to mention furthering our musical 
education.  
 
On the last day of Term we always 
have “Class Music” where everyone 
brings along a piece of music they 
love and shares a little information 
about the piece, thus creating a 
wonderful variety of music we all 
enjoy. 
 

ADVENTURES AT THE END OF A 
PEN 
 
The subject we have been working 
on lately is cliches.   On May 9th the 
class was given a list of 30 cliches 
with the task of rewriting them into 
fresh original but equally pithy little 
sentences.  Then, having done that, 
they were invited to put their “new 
cliches” into short stories, to be 
read at the next meeting.  We will 
keep working at recognising and 
then excising cliches for a few more 
sessions. 
 
How does the class react to this?  
“Hard” said some, and then – as 
usual – all got into the exercise with 
humour and good energy.  Lots of 
laughter in the writing adventures.  
Here is just a small sample of some 
of the cliches. 
• All that glitters isn’t gold. 
• The calm before the storm. 
• Every cloud has a silver light. 
• He has his tail between his legs. 
• And they all lived happily ever 

after. 
• Cat got your tongue? 
• Read between the lines. 
• Someone woke up on the wrong 

side of the bed. 
• In the nick of time. 

• people you know (including 
people you worked alongside 
at a workplace) with whom 
you spent 15 minutes with 
face to face, or more than 2 
hours with in the same indoor 
space, while you were infec-
tious. 

• people attending a U3A Ring-
wood class which you have 
attended while you were infec-
tious. 

If you are a social contact of 
someone who tests positive to 
Covid19 
 
If you have symptoms of COVID-
19, you must get tested.  
 
If you don’t have symptoms, the 
Department of Health strongly 
recommends to use rapid antigen 
tests every day for 5 days.  You 
may be able to access free rapid 
antigen tests at testing centres. 
 
Follow this table to determine 
when your infectious period start-
ed: 

 
Although you are not required to 
isolate during this 5 day period, 
you must not attend U3A Ring-
wood classes for at least 3 clear 
days after you were last in contact 
with someone who tested positive 
to Covid 19 and have at least 3 
negative rapid antigen tests. 

HELP REQUIRED 
 
U3A Ringwood has a computerised 
membership system (UMAS) that is 
now well bedded down and operating 
well.  
 
As our main method of letting poten-
tial members know what U3A Ring-
wood does and how to join us is by 
creating a presence on-line, we are 
focusing our attention on maintaining 
an up to date and attractive presence 
on our website and on our ‘Face 
Book’ page. 
 
All our systems are working well, but 
we desperately need someone with 
some knowledge in this area or is 
prepared to learn, to provide back up 
to our “expert” Alex Robertson. 
 
If you are interested, please contact 
our Treasurer (Alex Robertson) who 
has and continues to oversee UMAS 
and our other on- line activities, by 
telephoning him on 0410 838 975 or 
emailing: info@u3aringwood.org.au. 
 
This is a great way to contribute to 
the continued smooth running of U3A 
Ringwood. 
 

WHAT SOME CLASSES ARE 

DOING IN TERM 2, 2022 

MUSIC APPRECIATION 
 

In Term 2 we are continuing with our 
varied program, involving some DVD 
lectures by the American professor, 
Robert Greenberg entitled “The 23 
Greatest Solo Piano Works” wherein 
the Professor explains what it means 
to be a Concert Pianist, followed by 
subsequent sessions on various com-
poser’s solo piano pieces.  We have 
also watched, over two weeks, a DVD 
of the 2010 “Last Night of the Proms” 
with the second half being the tradi-
tional songs of Rule Britannia, Jerusa-
lem, Land of Hope & Glory with sites 
all around the UK and the waving of 
flags by a huge amount of the audi-
ence. 

Did you 
have 
symp-
toms? 

Your Infectious 
period 

Yes Your infectious 
period started 
two clear days 
before you no-
ticed symptoms. 

No Your infectious 
period started 
two clear days 
before you got 
tested. 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/where-get-tested-covid-19
mailto:info@u3aringwood.org.au
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In Term 2 we have returned to Park-
wood and the comfort of the air 
conditioning and dry seats. 
Perhaps you would like to join this 
very friendly class, as there is a va-
cancy. 
 

ART APPRECIATION 
 
Art Appreciation has been largely 
focussed on Australian Artists this 
year, as we have always looked 
overseas at the more classical 
artists and their art. 
 
To that end we were lucky enough 
to be loaned a signed painting by 
Celia Rosser, an internationally ac-
claimed Australian botanical artist, 
whose work hangs in galleries 
around the world.  Over her life, 
Rosser has completed a compre-
hensive 3-volume collection of Aus-
tralian native flora, one set being 
gifted to Queen Elizabeth.  Being 
able to look so closely at Rosser’s 
work made us acutely aware of her 
skill and the intricate detail she cap-
tures in every painting.  We were 
very lucky! 
 
Our other plan was to look more 
closely at Australian indigenous 
artists, and perhaps have an artist 
come to speak to us about their 
work.  This hasn’t eventuated as 
yet, but we are still hopeful! 

• Time flies. 
• At the speed of light. 
• As old as the hills. 
• A diamond in the rough. 
• Don’t cry over spilled milk 
• Laughter is the best medicine. 
 

POETRY FOR PLEASURE 
 
This term we are continuing to 
explore the wonderful world of 
language and ideas, through the 
fascinating journey into poetry, 
the poets and their times.  Staying 
with the early twentieth century, 
we have focussed on the poems of 
W.B. Yeats and T.S. Eliot, with the 
occasional excursion to some 
smaller gems by other poets.   
 
We have noted the influence of 
Ezra Pound on modernist poetry 
and the life and careers of Eliot, 
Frost and Lawrence and even, 
obliquely, to more than one Aus-
tralian poet.  The study prompts 
new ideas and we discover how 
the poets’ voices reflect so much 
of their inner life and personal 
concerns in the face of the pro-
found trauma of the first World 
War and the new psychology of 
self-reflection. 
 
Members have mentioned that 
now we are older and have greater 
life experience, considering the 
poems is so much more enriching 
than when we were younger.  As 
we each bring different insights to 
our approach to the works we 
learn lots and discover so much, 
both about ourselves as well as 
the poets.  Even the scientist 
among us, (commenting that sci-
ence has the two ambiguities of 
particle and wave, depending up-
on how you view it) is finding the 
uncertainties and possibilities in 
interpretation a challenge but 
most enjoyable.   
 
It’s a happy group and we enjoy 
both discovering the world of po-
etry and the companionship that 

grows through sharing ideas and 
insights with more than a laugh or 
two. 
 

A TASTE TOUR OF THE WORLD 
OF WINES 
 
In Term 2, we are continuing to taste 
European wines which are lesser-
known in Australia. 
 
We have concluded that as we age, 
our taste buds are becoming more 
attuned to lighter varieties of wine 
rather than the heavy Shiraz, Cab-
Sav and Chardonnay’s that we loved 
in more youthful years. 
 
We have already tasted a range of 
European wines, both red and white, 
including Sangiovese (now a prized 
wine produced in Victoria’s King Val-
ley), Gamay, Picpoul de Pinet, Fiano, 
Arneis, Australian Shiraz and Pinot 
Noir, as well as comparing some 
Australian and French Chardonnays.  
Fortunately, there are still many va-
rieties of wine we have yet to sam-
ple. 
 
During Term 1 we were fortunate to 
have good weather on every second 
and fourth Wednesday of the 
month, and this enabled us to have 
‘field trips’ and enjoy and discuss our 
wines in the sunny and warm out-
doors (photo attached). 
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The group has had two excur-
sions so far.  One to Tarra Warra 
Galley to look at an exhibition of 
Sidney Nolan, and other artists, 
and another to the Heide Galley 
to look at further Nolan works 
and compare the two exhibitions.  
The group had some lively discus-
sion around the essence of his 
paintings, and his interesting life 
in general. 
 
At the beginning and end of each 
term we all bring along one 
“Treasure” to the class to discuss.  
The range of treasures is enor-
mous and each has a significance.  
As a result, we have learned a lot 
about each other, AND new types 
of art.  Some examples of our 
treasures have been Carnival 
glass and Depression glass, letters 
from the 1800, jewellery, china, a 
range of paintings (large and 
small) and artifacts.  We love this 
and it has become a fascinating 
part of our class. 
 
As the Archibald Prize is current, 
we have been looking at a series 
of You Tube videos entitled 
“Portrait Artist of the 
Year’ (England) where in the 
course of 4 hours we see actual 
portraits being created from start 
to finish.  This again has sparked 
interesting responses to the vari-
ous approaches and techniques 
of each artist.  We all look for-
ward to Art Appreciation on 
Wednesday mornings! 
 

FILM APPRECIATION 
 
This class is led by a ‘film affi-
cionado’ Jim Moroney – what Jim 
doesn’t know about film is not 
worth knowing. 
 
Jim has chosen some very 
thought-provoking films for us to 
view, ponder and discuss the 
messages the director has com-
municated or tried to communi-
cate to the viewing audience. 
 

Many of the films have been full 
length foreign language films with sub
-titles, but we have also reviewed 
English language films. 
 
We have reviewed ‘Dr Strangelove or 
How I Learned to Stop Worrying and 
Love the Bomb’, a 1964 black come-
dy, which Jim chose to review a few 
days after Russia invaded the Ukraine 
(most appropriate).  Another topical 
English-language film was ‘Sorry We 
Missed You’ which highlighted the 
impact of the ‘gig economy’ on the 
people involved and the community 
as a whole.  We have also reviewed 
the widely acclaimed ‘The Grand Bu-
dapest Hotel’, a comedy drama set in 
the twentieth-century mountainside 
resort in the fictional Eastern Europe-
an country of Zubrowka. 
 
Some of the very thought-provoking 
foreign language films that we have 
reviewed, have subsequently been 
remade by American film makers.  For 
example: the French film ‘The Beller 
Family’ which is about the child with 
hearing in a deaf French family of 
cheese makers.  This was recently re-
made as CODA, which translates the 
original story into a fishing business in 
Massachusetts.  CODA won the 2022 
Oscar for best picture.  For your infor-
mation CODA stands for ‘Children of 
Deaf Adults’. 
 
Another excellent film that we viewed 
is the Danish film – ‘After the Wed-
ding’ which was remade with the 
same title, but with a twist in the sto-
ry (swapping the genders of the prin-
cipal player).  In this case, we have 
had the opportunity to view both the 
original Danish film and the American 
remake, after which we concluded 
that the money spent on the remake 
could have been better spent else-
where. 
 
Sometimes ‘remakes’ do not measure 
up to the original film – but of course 
that is a matter for the viewer to de-
cide. 
If you like to look beyond what you 
see on screen and discuss its various 

nuances, why not give this class 
a try (there are vacancies).  We 
are sure you will find the class 
mentally stimulating, enjoyable 
and well worth your investment 
of 90 minutes or so on a Friday 
afternoon. 
 

FAMILY HISTORY ON LINE 
 
The group managed to keep 
functioning during the many 
lockdowns in 2020 and 2021 via 
Zoom, but we were all extremely 
thankful when we were able to 
return to face to face sessions. 
 
Our group has mostly been to-
gether for 3 years, with most 
members being completely new 
to family research at that time. 
 
I have been researching for 
about 37 years and have roots 
based mainly in England and 
Scotland, with one branch in 
Wales.  I have also researched 
my husband’s tree, with ances-
tors in England and Scotland as 
well as Ireland. 
 
We have 2 members with roots 
in India (Burma, Goa), one born 
there, one’s partner born there.  
Discovering family there has 
proved at times to be a chal-
lenge, but we have all learnt 
heaps.  Another member was 
born in Tasmania and has discov-
ered convicts as well as a mari-
ner. 
 
A couple of members have 
traced back to Ireland, which is 
always a challenge, and others 
have family which came initially 
to South Australia. 
 
Another member is American 
but has roots in Sweden, and we 
have all enjoyed following this 
journey.   A couple of members 
also have roots in Cornwell. 
 
One member was returning to 
research after a break of 10 
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years, and naturally has found that 
methods of research, and records 
available have changed dramatically 
with the advent of the internet and 
email and digitization of records. 
 
Several of us had been using a com-
puter program ‘Family Tree Maker’, 
to aid and record our research, and 
now the entire group is using it, 
which is opening up new possibili-
ties. 
Pre Covid, we had field trips to a cou-
ple of archives and libraries, and we 
plan to recommence this again, as 
not all records are digitized. 
 
All in all, this group is very cohesive, 
and delights in hearing of the success 
of others and helping each other 
when possible. 
 
Elaine Craig 
 

TEA/COFFEE AND A BISCUIT 

You can now have a cup of tea or 
coffee with a cream biscuit with your 
classes at Kevin Pratt Pavilion and at 
the Parkwood Community Hub. 

Cost is fifty cents. 

It’s recommended that you bring 
your own cup. If you use ours then 
please wash it and dry it thoroughly 
before returning it to the cupboards. 

CONGRATULATIONS BERYL  

SCOTT ON REACHING 100  

Ex- U3A Ringwood member Beryl 
Scott celebrated her 100th birthday 
on Easter Sunday with a small family 
group just outside the front door of 
her aged-care home in which rolling 
COVID outbreaks sadly continue. 

Beryl was able to come outside, be 
near her family, cut her cake, open 
and read the Queen’s much treas-
ured message and get a breath of 
fresh sunny air on the glorious 
Lilydale autumn afternoon.   

While reaching 100 years of age had 
never been a personal “bucket list” 

ambition for Beryl, the achievement 
has taken her quietly and pleasantly 
by surprise.  

She refers often in gratitude, to the 
role modem medicine and medical 
workers have played in her longevi-
ty.  Those who know Beryl well, 
know she lives a disciplined, creative 
and thoughtful life, taking great 
strength from her faith and her 
many intellectual interests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOHN HOGAN 

John Hogan (our past leader of Inter-
national Affairs and National Affairs) 
is a resident at Warrandyte Gardens, 

205 Warrandyte Road, Ringwood 
North.  

The home has recently had Covid 
but is all clear now.  

John enjoys visits, but you need to 
phone the home first before vis-
iting on 9844 -8000.  

Visitors need do a Rapid Antigen 
Test near the front door before 
entering the building. 

VALE TONY DRIESSEN 

When the first time I heard the 

tutor of Japanese was a 93 year- 

old Dutch man, my jaw dropped. 

Unbelievable! However, due to 

my love of Japanese and curiosity 

of knowing Tony, I enrolled. He 

tested my level of Japanese be-

fore he took me in. Apparently, I 

am his last student to check in. 

At 93, he didn’t drive a car any-

more. To go to Parkwood Com-

munity Hub, Ian, his deputy (as he 

called him) picked him up from his 

Village and drove him back later. 

We had the class every Thursday 

morning for 90 minutes. It was a 

long session, but I never saw him 

lose concentration during the 
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teaching. Around 10 o’clock we had morning tea. He always had a cup of coffee with a dash of milk and sweet 

things, especially Ferrero chocolates. Ssstt…once he ate 6 of them. Now, whenever I see Ferrero chocolate, de j’ai 

vu!  Tony was very passionate in teaching Japanese; even in his last days, he took all his Japanese text books to 

the Nursing Home. Unfortunately, we lost him early this May. He would have reached 98 later this year. But he 

left a legacy in the U3A Ringwood…….Lily O  

TERM DATES 

TERM 2 2022   Term 2 ends  24th June 22  TERM 3 2022  11th July 22 to 16th September 22 


