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U3A Ringwood Incorporated, 
Parkwood Community Hub,  

35-39 Tortice Drive, Ringwood North, Vic 3134.  
A.B.N. 14 419 221 576  Reg  Nbr A0008300C 

Phone: 9876 2925 
Office: please call for an appointment. Web:  www.u3aringwood.org.au  eMail: info@u3aringwood.org.au   

 

KEEPING YOUR COVID19 VACCINATIONS UP TO DATE 
 
 
U3A Ringwood is very pleased that all members who attend our face to 
face classes have provided proof of being least double vaccinated 
against Covid19. Notwithstanding this, it is important that members 
keep their Covid19 vaccinations up to date (vaccination boosters 3 and 
4 are available). 
 

It is strongly recommended that if members have not as yet had their booster vaccinations, they do so as soon 
as possible after they become eligible. Please note that U3A Ringwood continues to require members to have 
had at least 2 Covid19 vaccinations prior to being able to attend face to face classes and events and recom-
mends that face masks be worn while attending face to face classes. Members are also urged to be vaccinated 
against influenza. 
 
Out of respect for the health of your fellow members, please do not attend classes if you have a cold, flu or 
Covid19 symptoms or are feeling unwell in any way, even if you have tested negative for Covid19. 
 
WHAT SOME CLASSES ARE DOING IN 2022 

CURRENT AFFAIRS—JOHN HOGAN 

John was the class leader for Current Affairs (then two classes called National Affairs and International Affairs) 

for more than ten years until the start of this calendar year. 

I am very glad to advise that John Hogan has, with the wonderful, ongoing support of Ruth Wilson, our former 

Vice- President, been able to return to face-to-face classes. We are all glad that, again with the wonderful assis-

tance of Ruth Wilson, he will be able to re-engage with the Current Affairs class on a regular basis. 

We look forward to John’s regular return and thank him for his long-term service. 

Alastair McCracken. 
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FILM APPRECIATION 
 
Class Leader, Jim Moroney, continues to choose very thought-provoking films for us to view, ponder and discuss the 
messages the director has communicated or tried to communicate to the viewing audience.  Many of the films have 
been full length foreign language films with sub-titles, but we have also reviewed English language films. We recent-
ly viewed the following very thought-provoking films: 
 
• ‘The Sound of Metal’ which follows a heavy metal band drummer who suddenly goes profoundly deaf and his 

struggle to adapt to his new silent world;  
 
• ‘London Rock’ a film in the Small Axe series about real-life experiences from London's West Indian community in 

the 1960s and '70s. This noisy film is Directed by Steve McQueen, the first Black filmmaker to win an Oscar for 
Best Picture as the director of "12 Years A Slave";  

 
• ‘The Favourite’ a Chinese film that challenged our views as to whether the accepted western or eastern way of 

dealing with imminent death is the more appropriate; and  
 
• ‘First Cow’ a Canadian ‘western’ which challenged the accepted way that films depict frontier settlements, the 

people living there, the imported English class system and the power of the then colonial officials and how 
‘greed’ can quickly turn a positive situation into a disaster. 

Jim keeps what films we will view and discuss strictly under ‘wraps’ until each Friday class, so we can’t tell you what 
is in store during Term 4, but we can definitely tell you that it will be stimulating, raise questions that you may have 
never pondered before and will enhance your knowledge of the fascinating world of film. 
 
If you like to look beyond what you see on screen and discuss its various nuances, why not give this class a try (there 
are vacancies).  We are sure you will find the class, mentally stimulating, enjoyable, and well worth investing your 
time on Friday afternoons.  
 
 

A TASTE TOUR OF THE WORLD WINES 

 
In Term 4, we plan to continue to taste European wines which are lesser known in Australia as well as some of Aus-
tralia’s favourite wines. Fortunately, there we still have many varieties of wine to sample and a few which we claim 
to have forgotten how good they were when we last tasted them, so need to taste them again. 
 
We are hoping for some good weather on each second Wednesday during Term 4 so that we can resume our ‘field 
trips’ and enjoy and discuss our wines in the sunny and warm outdoors. It’s not too late to join this very friendly 
class - we can squeeze you in. We suggest that you keep this class in mind when you enrol for 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 

In term 3 we tasted a variety of lighter European 
reds and easy drinking whites as well as aged 
Australian wines (wine that we loved when we 
were in our prime). 
 
The combination of our selected wines (mostly, 
but not always to everyone’s liking), cheese and 
other ‘nibbles’, along with interesting discus-
sion, made each class most enjoyable. 



 3 

 

ADVENTURES AT THE END OF A PEN 

A story written by member Pauline Ruse entitled “THE SENIORS’ DATING SITE” 
 
Christine settled down on her comfortable lounge chair with her hot cup of tea in time to listen to her favourite 
weekly conversation hour on the ABC. 
 
The presenter opened the program. 
 
“Good afternoon, everybody.  I am Elizabeth Jones, and today we have a very interesting guest, Mr Guy Barkly the 
founder of SEEK, an online dating site for seniors.” 
 
“Thank you, Elizabeth, thank you for the invitation to speak to your audience.  There are a lot of lonely people out 
there and some have had bad experiences with trying to find the right companion.  I am here today to answer 
questions and help you to have fun with your search.” 
 
“Guy, what makes your site different from others?” 
 
“At SEEK we pride ourselves on the care we take to be safe and friendly.  We encourage our members to take any 
meetings slowly and to meet in public.  Just begin with a coffee.  Also, we suggest meeting with as many people as 
possible until you meet the right one.” 
 
“Our open lines are full.  It seems many want to share or ask questions.  Welcome to Shirley from Frankston.” 
 
“Thank you, Elizabeth.  I met sixty or more gentlemen until I found a gem of a man.  My advice is to look at how he 
treats staff, how he speaks about family members and, most of all, has he clean finger nails?  And is his car clean 
enough to place your feet on the floor?” 
 
“Next we welcome Doris from Malvern.” 
 
“Guy, you may be interested to know that I work to a system of four S’s.  One: is he single?  Two: is he secure? 
(With money).  Three: is he sustainable? (Health).  Four:  does he smell?” 
 
“Joan from Bendigo is next.  Welcome Joan.” 
 
“Thank you Elizabeth for this chance to share my experience.  Be honest from the start – ask him what does he feel 
about sex?  Will he listen to my ideas?  Will he blame a time warp for always being late?  Will he be happy to live in 
his own home and not mine?  Will he remember to have his wallet in his pocket?” 
 
“Our next caller is Helen.  Oh dear, are you crying Helen?” 
 
“Sorry Elizabeth, it’s just that sit brought back unhappy thoughts.  I met and loved what I thought was a man made 
in heaven.  He courted me over a period of six weeks, and then he proposed and placed on my finger a huge dia-
mond ring.  I asked if it was insured, of course he said, and for a pretty penny.  He showed me catalogues for won-
derful overseas trips.  Alas he said that pretty penny he had spent on the ring he had intended to use as deposit on 
a honeymoon.  He sighed, and somehow I paid the deposit.  He then disappeared.  He dumped me.  I decided to 
sell my ring at Cash Converters.  They laughed, I cried. 
 
“What a sad story.” said Elizabeth. 
 
“If she had used my website, I can assure you this would not have happened,” said Guy. 
“Time for one last call.” Elizabeth said.  “Welcome to Christine of Heathmont.” 
 
“Thank you Elizabeth for this chance to say what I think.  All this talk of searching for happiness and companionship 
sounds like hard work.  Get a Dog.” 
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ART APPRECIATION 
 

At the end of term 2 we were so lucky to have a visit by our local Ringwood artist Russell Halden who brought his 
latest commissioned painting to us for viewing.   It was of the countryside around Glenburn and measured 15 feet 
long, in 3 sections of 5 feet each which were placed side by side in Room 1.  Russell then explained to us how he 
painted it, what colours he liked to use and not use and estimated it took him around 200 hours to complete.  
 
Term 3 has been an interesting term for the Art Appreciation class. 
 
As we do not follow a set or strict curriculum, but go where our interests lead, we decided to explore indigenous 
art, as we felt our knowledge of this area was lacking. 
 
We had hoped to have an indigenous artist talk to us about his/her art, but that wasn’t to be.  However, we 
watched a fascinating series of art videos by the wonderful art curator Hetti Perkins, daughter of Charles Perkins.  
Due to her connections. she was able to take us into many artists’ studios all round Australia, talking to the artists 
personally about their art, the meaning of symbols and the stories behind their paintings, whether they be on 
canvas, bark, rock or paper. 
 
We think we really all developed a much greater appreciation of indigenous art.  
We plan to look more closely at lesser known Australian artists in term 4, perhaps take an excursion to The Archi-
bald Prize on show at the Bunjil Place Gallery in Narre Warren, and continue to learn more about the art around 
us. 

 
MUSIC APPRECIATION 

In Term 3 we have continued our varied program with another 3 lectures by the American Professor Robert 

Greenberg on Solo Piano Pieces by Mozart & Beethoven.  Further sessions of Classical Destinations have taken us 

to Russia and Germany with the composers of Rachmaninov, Strauss & Wagner, giving us not only their music but 

the gorgeous scenery of their countries. Another DVD series entitled “In the Steps of the Great Composers” had 

us sharing the countries and lives of Tchaikovsky and Verdi.  Presentations by members included the Russian 

composer Alexander Borodin and the Australian composer Nigel Westlake. 

At the end of term 2 we had a great deal of fun with a Music Quiz, which came as a complete surprise to every-

one and really tested our musical knowledge with the winner getting just 16 points out of a possible 30 points.  

Members were required to have their answers corrected by the person next to them.    The winner and runner-up 

received Freddo Frogs for their efforts!  Who knows what surprises are in store for members with the last day of 

Term 3 and 4! 

Term 4 will contain more Classical Destinations and In the Steps of the Great Composers covering the composers 

of Liszt, Bartok, Rossini, Respighi, Chopin and Berlioz and the interesting countries in which they lived and 

worked.  We will also have another members’ presentation on the Finnish composer Jean Sibelius, all furthering 

our musical education. 

POETRY FOR PLEASURE 

In Poetry for Pleasure this last term we have continued looking at poetry from the early decades of the twentieth 
century.  Moving both to Australia and to America we’ve explored the works of the Melbourne poet Hugh McRae 
and the better known, Robert Frost and have had a good laugh at some ‘Glorious Insults’.  Inspired by Frost to 
take the ‘road less travelled’ we have been enjoying the poetry of two English women poets – Vita Sackville-West 
and Dorothy Wellesley, the latter a poet that W. B. Yeats thought of so highly that he controversially (and to our 
enjoyment) included quite a number of her poems in the 1941 edition of the ‘Oxford Book of Poetry’.  We com-
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pared her poem ‘Horses’ with Philip Larkin’s well-known poem ‘At Grass’ and one of us found some fascinating 
background material to the Godolphin stud and their famous horse, Lath.  We are continually delighted where our 
poetry leads us along the byways and we are learning something new from each other at each meeting. 
Meandering as we do, between the three continents at this period of time, term III will start with some poems in 
celebration of Spring and move again to compare a famous T.S. Eliot’ poem with one of our own late poets, Peter 
Steele’s response to the same topic.  Opinions continually arise on our journey through the twentieth century and 
the possibilities are endless.  Who knows where we will end up at the end of term IV? 
 

DRAWING & SKETCHING  
 

How does the “Drawing and Sketching for Pleasure” class operate?  Those that attend this class love to express 
themselves through drawing and sketching, primarily using dry media, such as pens, pencils and pastels though 
some use water colour pencils to which they add water at some stage.  While the group primarily critique each oth-
er’s work.   At least once a term, one of the group, a former art teacher, invites us to discover a more formal aspect 
of drawing.  These formal classes have also been well received. 
 
If asked why they attend, apart from the opportunity to chat with one another, especially over a cup of tea (or 
coffee) ranks high.  Often class members will bring something that they have done and display it, which gives other 
members of the class the opportunity to view their work and learn from their effort. 
 

2023 MEMBERSHIP FEES 

2023 membership fees will return normal levels of $60 for a returning Full member and $40 for a returning Associ-
ate member (plus $5 for new members) 

2023 SUMMER CLASSES 

We will not be holding Summer classes in January 2023 but other options may be available. More on this later. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

OCTOBER 2022 

• 11th October: “Discover Your Library” a presentation from the Realm 

• 20th October: Visit Cherry Tree Retirement Village 

NOVEMBER 2022 

• 29th November:  “Power of Attorney and Medical Treatment” a presentation from  the Office of the Public Ad-

vocate 

DECEMBER 2022 

• 1st December:  Christmas Lunch for members at Dorset Gadens Hotel, Croydon 

• 2nd December: Online 2023 membership renewals and face to face renewals at Parkwood Office. 

More on these later. 

TERM 4 DATES 

From 3rd Oct 22 to 9th Dec 22  (Term 3 ends 16th September 2022). 


